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University of Southern California Staff Assembly 

General Assembly Meeting Minutes 

Friday, February 24, 2023, 9:30AM – 11AM PT 

Zoom Session 

 

Present (37)1 

2 

Abbott, Zarita 3 

Acuna, Lali 4 

Adams, Sam 5 

Andalon, Tiffany 6 

Arroyo, Stephanie 7 

Arthur, Stacey 8 

Azarraga, Arlene 9 

Bartlett, Amber 10 

Brown, Amber 11 

Brown, JaBari 12 

Caballero, Marc 13 

Coles, Richard 14 

Culpepper, Kristi 15 

DeMartini, John 16 

Diaz, Anabel 17 

Gallegos, Lisa (2022-2024) 18 

Hernandez, Irma 19 

Holdren, Sarah 20 

Huizar, Nichelle 21 

Jebavy, Erin 22 

Kita, Dawn 23 

Livermore, Shanna 24 

Mardirossian, Jackie 25 

Martinez, George 26 

Martinez, Naomi 27 

Ochoa-Springer, Liliana 28 

Patterson, Stacy 29 

Randle, Kelley 30 

Salazar, Nelida 31 

Schroth, Richard 32 

Sommer, Russ 33 

Stender, Cynthia 34 

Turner, Philip 35 

Villanueva Padilla, Jeanette 36 

Wood, Ian 37 

Yang, William 38 

Yeghnanyan, Stella 39 

 40 

Absent (22) 41 
Abrams, Mayra 42 

Acosta, Dulce 43 

Agraz-Sanchez, Elizabeth 44 

Alexander, Sarah 45 

Bonagofsky, Kathleen 46 

Corbett, Kevin 47 

De La Rosa, April 48 

Decker, Amanda 49 

Gallegos, Lisa (2021-2023) 50 

Gallegos, Robert 51 

Jones, Michelle 52 

Moe, Kristine 53 

Nielson, Holly 54 

Portero, Yanara 55 

Sanabria, Pilar 56 

Sandhu, Juggy 57 

Smith, Corinne 58 

Smith, Shamae 59 

Sy, Dan 60 

Taylor, Bernice 61 

Wilkinson, Michelle 62 

Zamora, Grace 63 

 64 

Guests (80) 65 
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 66 

Call to Order:  67 

President Kristi Culpepper called the meeting to order at 9:32 AM. 68 

 69 

President Culpepper welcomed the 2022-2023 Staff Assembly and reminded attendees 70 

to register their attendance in the chat.  71 

 72 

Approval of Minutes:  73 

The January meeting minutes were distributed prior to the meeting.  74 

 75 

Amber Brown sent a correction via email.  76 

 77 

Motion made by Phil Turner to accept the meeting minutes as corrected and seconded 78 

by Jackie Mardirossian 79 

 80 

The motion was passed by voice consent (No-0, Abstain-1).  81 

 82 

February 2023 Staff Monthly Staff Recognition Award Winner:  83 

Congratulations to the winner: Gozde Fryc, Senior Scheduling Coordinator, Enrollment 84 

Services Academic Records and Registrar 85 

 86 

Speakers  87 

Erroll G. Southers, Professor of the Practice in National and Homeland Security 88 

Associate Senior Vice President, Safety and Risk Assurance 89 

Announcement of new Chief Lauretta Hill, Assistant Vice President, Chief of 90 

Public Safety 91 

Happy to be here, excited to get to work and support everyone.  92 

 93 

Likes challenges and plans to operationalize the recommendations sent forth.  94 

CAB report: https://cpb-us-95 

e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.usc.edu/dist/0/580/files/2021/07/CAB_Report_EngFINAL.96 

pdf  97 

 98 

Plans to meet as many people as possible 99 

Will develop a 60, 90 day etc. plans 100 

Wants to be transparent and accessible 101 

 102 

Will have a Townhall after spring recess to meet the new Chief. Date 103 

forthcoming.  104 

  105 

https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.usc.edu/dist/0/580/files/2021/07/CAB_Report_EngFINAL.pdf
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.usc.edu/dist/0/580/files/2021/07/CAB_Report_EngFINAL.pdf
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.usc.edu/dist/0/580/files/2021/07/CAB_Report_EngFINAL.pdf
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Raena Hawkins, Volunteer Coordinator, LA Times Festival of Books 106 

 107 
 108 

Free to the community  109 

 110 

 111 
 112 

Children’s area available.  113 

 114 
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 115 
 116 

 117 
 118 

University Relations has excellent swag! 119 

Pharmacy Students will also provide services to participants 120 
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 121 
 122 

bit.ly/fobvolunteers  123 

https://www.ontimeteams.com/festival-of-books-volunteers/volunteer-home  124 

Email: latfobvolunteers@gmail.com if there are any questions 125 

 126 

Julie Chobdee, Associate Director, health and Well-Being Program, USC Work 127 

Well Center 128 

 129 

https://www.ontimeteams.com/festival-of-books-volunteers/volunteer-home
mailto:latfobvolunteers@gmail.com
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 130 
 131 

 132 
 133 
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 134 
Subcommittees are coming up with plans of actions 135 

1-2 hours per month to volunteer  136 

Reach out to Julie Chobdee if you are interested in joining – open to everyone at USC 137 

 138 

Project – MoveWell @USC  139 

Launching WalkUSC – on campus walking program lead by trained walk leaders 140 

 141 
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 142 
Have incentives for participation  143 

Schedules determined by availability  144 

Recruiting soon for walk leaders  145 

Sign-up to be a walking leader and to stay in the loop to receive more information! 146 

https://usc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8CaCLAASYmLAUtw 147 

 148 

Coming this fall  149 

Wellness Ambassadors  150 

https://usc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8CaCLAASYmLAUtw
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 151 
 152 

 153 

 154 
workwell.usc.edu  155 

 156 
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  157 
If you want a Roadshow contact Julie Chobdee  158 

 159 

 160 
 161 

Join our WorkWell Center mailing list: 162 

https://usc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3kJch0aMfPmCZYq  163 

https://usc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3kJch0aMfPmCZYq
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Learn more about the WorkWell Center: https://workwell.usc.edu/  164 

 165 

Access to food options can be challenging especially when students are not on campus.  166 

 167 

Need healthy options in vending machines, especially at HSC 168 

 169 

Suggestion to form a hiking group. Response: the formation of interest groups at USC 170 

has been suggested.  171 

 172 

At the CAL building.  Farmer's Fridge vending machines were recently installed in the 173 

lobby, that provide healthy choices. 174 

 175 

President’s report 176 

None 177 

 178 

Vice President’s report 179 

None 180 

Send any expenses in as soon as you can.  181 

 182 

Parliamentarian’s report 183 

Staff Appreciation Week coming up. See flyer below and the email.  184 

Senate elections starting in March  185 

Will be having an information session about the new model 186 

 187 

Staff Retirement Association Report 188 

Naomi Martinez 189 

Trojan Table is next Friday  190 

Call for volunteers  191 

4-5:30PM PT 192 

https://emeriti.usc.edu/event/usc-emeriti-center-trojan-table-on-2-24/  193 

 194 

University Club Report  195 

Dr. Liliana Ochoa-Springer  196 

We are seeking nominations. ✌️ Please nominate a USC Staff member for the USC 197 

Staff Assembly and University Staff Club Monthly Recognition Award. For more details: 198 

https://staffassembly.usc.edu/awards-scholarship/monthly-recognition-scholarships/  199 

 200 

Event next Wednesday on March 1st  201 

Annual spring musical event March 30th  202 

https://universityclub.usc.edu/club-events/ 203 

https://workwell.usc.edu/
https://emeriti.usc.edu/event/usc-emeriti-center-trojan-table-on-2-24/
https://staffassembly.usc.edu/awards-scholarship/monthly-recognition-scholarships/
https://universityclub.usc.edu/club-events/
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Free year of membership as a staff member https://universityclub.usc.edu/club-events/  204 

 205 

Committee Reports  206 

Standing Committees’ descriptions: https://staffassembly.usc.edu/about/committees/  207 

 Communications Committee 208 

o Amber Brown, (NEW) Chair  209 

o Amber Bartlett 210 

o Robert Gallegos 211 

o George Martinez 212 

o Nelida Salazar 213 

o Corinne Smith 214 

 Report  215 

 President Culpepper thanked the committee for their 216 

amazing efforts promoting Staff Appreciation Week 217 

  218 

 Compensation and Benefits 219 

o Richard Schroth, Chair 220 

o Elizabeth Agraz-Sanchez 221 

o Arlene Azarraga 222 

o Kathleen Bonagofsky 223 

o Marc Caballero 224 

o Nelida Salazar 225 

o Juggy Sandhu 226 

o Stella Yeghnanyan 227 

 Report  228 

 Starting EBAC Employee Advisory Committee next month  229 

 Committee makes recommendations to senior staff for 230 

benefits etc.  231 

 Will bring updates as they can  232 

 Committee has been discussing topics to bring up with 233 

Felicia Washington  234 

o What topics would you like to discuss?  235 

 Please fill out the questionnaire.  236 

 Questions for HR Leadership 237 

https://cglink.me/2nB/s472  238 

 An error was discovered on the USC website about Delta 239 

Dental benefits charges for cleanings  240 

o Corrected now  241 

 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee 242 

https://universityclub.usc.edu/club-events/
https://staffassembly.usc.edu/about/committees/
https://cglink.me/2nB/s472
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o Nichelle Huizar, Chair 243 

o Grace Zamora Kukuk, Chair 244 

o Zarita Abbott 245 

o Mayra Abrams 246 

o Kevin Corbett 247 

o Dawn Kita 248 

o Yanara Portero 249 

o Kelley Randle 250 

 Report  251 

 DEI mixer had over 70 attendees and feedback was 252 

excellent  253 

 2 heritage groups need representatives for their planning 254 

committees  255 

 Still accepting for volunteers for  256 

 The University Diversity and Inclusion Council, responding to 257 

the REDI Report, will be a change coalition to actualize a 258 

“ONE USC” vision of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 259 

Belonging. We are seeking a small group of staff DEI 260 

leaders to organize the staff area by the start of the Fall 261 

semester, which would include setting the direction of the 262 

area (charter), setting the area subgroups, and setting the 263 

area officers and election cycles. This work is provisional. 264 

This entire process is new, and thus all aspects of it are 265 

iterative. We ask that this group not pressure themselves to 266 

create a perfect system. We expect this group to transition 267 

leadership by the Fall semester of 2023, if not sooner. 268 

If you are a staff member interested in the Diversity and 269 

Inclusion Council initiative, please contact me, Nichelle 270 

Huizar (nichellm@usc.edu). 271 

 Environment and Safety Committee 272 

o Erin Jebavy, Chair 273 

o Dulce Acosta 274 

o Stacey Arthur 275 

o Naomi Martinez 276 

o Holly Nielson 277 

o Shamae Smith 278 

 Report  279 

 Lily Ledesma, Engagement Specialist in the office of 280 

sustainability  281 

mailto:nichellm@usc.edu
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o https://sustainability.usc.edu/  282 

o 2022 progress report is live 283 

http://green.usc.edu/annualreport   284 

o There are hyperlinks within the document to explore 285 

more 286 

o Please share the report with your networks  287 

o To get involved subscribe to the office of 288 

sustainability’s newsletter  289 

 Sustainability Newsletter: 290 

https://us3.campaign-291 

archive.com/home/?u=4f64ad288b5226f39c2e292 

1ebce&id=a2e6e0944f  293 

 Follow their Instagram as well  294 

 Rights and Responsibilities Committee 295 

o Lisa Gallegos, Chair 296 

o Tiffany Andalon 297 

o Michelle Jones 298 

o Kristine Moe 299 

o Stacy Patterson 300 

o William Yang 301 

 Report  302 

 None 303 

 Rules and Elections Committee 304 

o Bernice Taylor, Co-Chair  305 

o Phil Turner, Co-Chair  306 

o Lali Acuna 307 

o Amanda Decker 308 

o April De La Rosa 309 

o Jeremy Zuniga 310 

 Report  311 

 Working on creating a network of resources with other staff 312 

councils, senates, etc.  313 

 Send any information you have to Phil Turner  314 

 Scholarship and Awards Committee  315 

o Jeanette Villanueva Padilla, Chair 316 

o Amber Brown 317 

o Ricky Coles 318 

o Jackie Mardirossian 319 

o Russ Sommer 320 

https://sustainability.usc.edu/
http://green.usc.edu/annualreport
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=4f64ad288b5226f39c2e1ebce&id=a2e6e0944f
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=4f64ad288b5226f39c2e1ebce&id=a2e6e0944f
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=4f64ad288b5226f39c2e1ebce&id=a2e6e0944f
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 Report  321 

 In need of nominations  322 

 Prepping for next cycle 323 

 We are seeking nominations.✌️ Please nominate a USC 324 

Staff member for the USC Staff Assembly and University 325 

Staff Club Monthly Recognition Award. For more details: 326 

https://staffassembly.usc.edu/awards-scholarship/monthly-327 

recognition-scholarships/  328 

 Staff Engagement and Appreciation Committee  329 

o Pilar Sanabria, Co-Chair 330 

o Cynthia Stender, Co-Chair 331 

o Sam Adams 332 

o Sarah Alexander 333 

o Stephanie Arroyo 334 

o Lisa Gallegos 335 

o Irma Hernandez 336 

 Report  337 

 Please check the Staff Assembly website for the Staff 338 

Appreciation Week details  339 

 340 
 https://staffassembly.usc.edu/contact-us/2022-staff-341 

engagement-and-appreciation-week/  342 

https://staffassembly.usc.edu/awards-scholarship/monthly-recognition-scholarships/
https://staffassembly.usc.edu/awards-scholarship/monthly-recognition-scholarships/
https://staffassembly.usc.edu/contact-us/2022-staff-engagement-and-appreciation-week/
https://staffassembly.usc.edu/contact-us/2022-staff-engagement-and-appreciation-week/
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o  343 
o  344 

 Transportation Committee 345 

o Dr. Liliana Ochoa-Springer, Chair 346 

o Anabel Diaz 347 

o John DeMartini 348 

o Sarah Holdren 349 

o Dan Sy 350 

 Report  351 

 Downy parking structure were not working and this was 352 

reported  353 

 Citation review board meeting soon  354 

 USC Citation Review Board (CRB) meeting Friday 2/24 2-355 

4pm 356 

https://usc.zoom.us/j/92103738249?pwd=Qkx3bHFBeFZPQ357 

29ldHE3UzdsQkZjZz09  358 

 Dr. Liliana Ochoa-Springer will be leaving USC. The Staff 359 

Assembly wishes her the best of luck in her endeavors.  360 

o New email address after March 8: 361 

ochoaspringer@alumni.usc.edu  362 

https://usc.zoom.us/j/92103738249?pwd=Qkx3bHFBeFZPQ29ldHE3UzdsQkZjZz09
https://usc.zoom.us/j/92103738249?pwd=Qkx3bHFBeFZPQ29ldHE3UzdsQkZjZz09
mailto:ochoaspringer@alumni.usc.edu
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New Business 363 

None  364 

 365 

Announcements 366 

USC Staff Engagement and Appreciation Week 2023 367 

 368 
 369 

This year’s Staff Assembly General Assembly meeting schedule: 370 

 Mar 31, 2023, 09:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 371 

 Apr 28, 2023, 09:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 372 

 May 19, 2023, 09:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 373 

 Jun 30, 2023, 09:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 374 

 375 

Please register for the series of meetings via the website and mark your calendars! 376 

https://staffassembly.usc.edu/  377 

 378 

Next General Assembly Meeting Reminder 379 

March 31, 2023, 09:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 380 

https://staffassembly.usc.edu/
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 381 

Adjournment: 382 

Jackie Mar moved to adjourn the meeting. Liliana Ochoa-Springer seconded. The 383 

motion passed by unanimous voice consent (No-0, Abstain-0). The meeting adjourned 384 

at 10:59 AM PT. 385 

 386 

Meeting minutes submitted by  387 

Shanna Livermore 388 

USC Staff Assembly Secretary 389 

February 24, 2023 390 


